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The Lord reigneth. King Davip. 


None can flay his Hand, or fay unto Him, What 
doft Thou ? Prophet DaniEL. 
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---- And his ways paft finding out. 
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T H A T theSupreme Being rules in 
the armies of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth, and 
performeth all things according to 
the council of his own will, agreeable to 
the unerring rules of wifdom and righteout- 
nefs, I prefume we all believe: But vain 
man would be wife, too prone to afpire af- 
ter an intelligence of thofe things which 
are beyond his reach. It is the obfervation 
of the wifeft of men, that it is the glory of 
God to conceal a thing ; the reafons of 
fome of his decrees, and of his judgments 
are fecreted from men. It is plain that 
fome adminiftrations of divine providence 
are unfearchable, the reafons that influence 
an infinite mind are unknown, infomuch 
that many of the ways of God feem focon- 
tradictory to the wifdom of man, that fome 
are almoft ready to doubt whether they are 
the refult of divine difcretion. 
Among 
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Among the operations of God there ap- 
pears nothing more fhocking and unaccoun- 
table to us, than that perfons in the vigour 
of life, endowed by heaven with fuperior 
talents, and placed in a {phere of life where 
they are uncommonly ferviceable to man- 
kind, fhould have a period put to their pre- 
fent exiftence. 

A very affecting inftance of this fort we 
all perceive inthe death of Dr. MayHEw; 
and I could think of no fubjeét more pro- 
per for the employment of our meditations 
thisafternoon,than that whichI have chofen. 
In the handling of which I propofe by di- 
vine afliftance briefly to fuggeft in the moft 
humble, reverential ftrains, the probable 
reafons why any of the ways of God are 
paft finding out. 

And then fpecify the religious improve- 
ment which it is proper for us to make 
when we are thus exercifed in the courfe 
of providence. 

Weare firftto confider the probable rea- 
fons why any of the ways of God towards 
‘men arepaft finding out. ‘As the heavens 
are higher than the earth, fo are God’s 
ways higher than our ways, and his tho’ts 
than our tho'ts.” Perfection in knowledge 
is requifite in order to fee the wifdom and 
fitnefs of all the ways of God. Mankind 
it is certain are very imperfect as to the ex- 
tent of their knowledge in this world, and 
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upon diverfe accounts it feems beft, even 
to us, that it fhould be fo. It has been 
well obferved, “ that the whole extent of 
human exiftence muft be regarded in order 
to form proper fentiments of the wifdom of 
all the fteps of providence with refpect to 
mankind. Under the incumbrances that 
we are fubjeét to in our prefent imperfect 
{tate we are puzzled at thofe few fcenes of 
the lives of individuals, that fall within the 
limits of our obfervation : But could we fee 
from the beginning to the end, and have a 
full apprehenfion of the purpofes of God, 
we fhould be convinced that they often 
reach from one age to another, directed 
by fteady unerring counfel, and that they 
will finally be produdtive of the greateft 
good.” Ic may therefore be called one 
reafon why the ways of God are fometimes 
paft our finding ont, becaufe we are ignorant 
of the ends which the Supreme Being has 
in view. And this comparative ignorance 
of our’s is neceflary, confidering our preé- 
fent probationary ftate. Our faith, hope, 
and truft in God may with greater proprie- 
ty be exercifed ; and we may wait with 
patience for the arrival of that glorious pe- 
riod, when his righteoufnefs in every in- 
{tance fhall appear as the light, and his 
judgment as the noon day. 

We may further confider, that the other 
world into which we are pafling has a ma- 
nifeft 
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nifeft relation to this. ‘This world is only 
accommodated to mankind, confidered in 
the infancy of their being: It is defigned 
by the Creator as introductory to a glorious 
and unending ftate of exiftence: If then the 
ways of God towards men relate to them, 
confidered in their infinite duration, as we 
have fufficient reafon to believe that they 
do, we are furnifhed with a fatisfactory 
reafon why fome occurrences appear dark 
and intricate to us. Although life and im- 
mortality are fo far brought to light by the 
gofpel, as to afford fufficient ground for the 
exercife of faith and obedience, yet in ma- 
ny refpects we fee as through a glafs darkly, 
we cannot fully penetrate into futurity, we 
know but in part, and are therefore inca- 
pacitated to obferve the harmony of the 
divine operations. ) 

What better general improvement can we 
now make of the folemn truth expreffed in 
our text (the reafons of which we have now 
briefly confidered) than to reflect with the 
greatctt fatisfaction upon our being fubjec- 
ted to the guidance of that almighty Being 
who, though he giveth not to man an ac- 
count of his matters, is neverthelefs wife in 
counfel, and excellent in working ? Such 
a Being can never miftake our intereft, nor 
will he ever ceafe from promoting our hap- 
pinefs in every method confiftent with the 
grand and regular plan of his moral govern- 

ment. 
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ment. When indeed any difpenfation of 
his all-wife providence appears to us unac- 
countable, and peculiarly interefting, where- 
by our prefent glory feems greatly dimini- 
fhed, and our happinefs interrupted, we 
are to exercife a becoming forrow and con- 
cern of mind. This is far from being in- 
confiftent with a proper fubmiilion to the 
righteous providence of God. Infeafibility, 
or a mind unmoved by calamity is more 
culpable, if poffible, than it would be: to 
indulge to immoderate grief. We do well 
to feel our fufferings and be affected with 
them. |The paflions of human nature are 
ufeful and beneficial, and forrow is one of 
thefe paffions. _ Religion is not intended to 
fupprefs any proper motions of the mind ; 
or in other words to make us ftupid and 
infenfible. On the contrary, it is wifely 
calculated to regulate our fentiments, to fet 
bounds to our paflions, and influence us to 
aregular courfe of behaviour. While we 
are then diftreffed by any ftroke of God’s 
hand, we are to think and fpeak with the 
greateft reverence of the wife difpofer of all 
events ; for he does righteoufly in all thae 
he fubjects us to; he chaftens us for our 
profit, that we may be made _ partakers of 
his holinefs : And if adverfity, weans us 
from too fond an attachment to the world, 
and it’s enjoyments, convinces us of our 
errors, and influences us togreater diligence 

In, 
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in the fervice of God, we fhall find it good 
for us inthe end that we have been afflicted. 

But that we may have an affecting fenfe 
of the fub‘ect under confideration, and be 
influenced to the molt particular improve- 
ment of it, let us employ our minds afew 
minutes in confidering an inftance of God’s 
dealing with us as unfearchable, and as dif- 
trefling as any one of the kind that we have 
known, and fee how applicable what has 
now been offered may be to fuch a difpen- 
fation of providence. . 

The moft of us have known aman to 
whom the former of our bodies, and the 
father of our fpirits was uncommonly libe- 
ral as to his natural capacity for difcerninent 
of truth. When this perfon came to years 
of difcretion he applied himfelf with un- 
common diligence to the acquirement of 
ufeful knowledge ; devoting himfelf more 
efpecially to that courfe of ftudy which 
might render him moft ferviceable to man- 
kind, by inftructing them in the articles of 
pure and undefiled religion. We have 
known him fettled inthe work of the gof- 
pel miniftry, and by his many excellent 
compofitions,inftructing and edifying man- 
kind ; uncommonly intent upon inculca- 
ting bhi faith once delivered to the faints ; 
a rational andzealous advocate for the caufe 
of truth, which is the caufe of God; mani- 
felting an ardent defire to know, and be ef- 

tablifhed 
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tablifhed himfelf; and inftruct others ref- 
pecting the way to cternal life,not from hu- 
man but divine authority ; never teaching 
for doctrines the commandments of men. 
We have known him to rife in the efteem 
of the difcerning and unprejudiced both at 
home andabroad. Many men of piety and 
renown have been fond ofa correfpondence 
with him ; and even the moft of thofe per- 
fons, who through bigotry or envy once 
thought unfavourably of him, were difpof- 
ed latterly to think and fpeak of him with 
great refpect. Many have heen relieved 
by bis alms, and ali that knew hiux were 
convinced of his benevolence. In fhore, 
his exemplary piety and devotion, difcer- 
nable in’ many inftances, but efpecially in 
that profound folemnity and reverence with » 
which he ever addrefled the fupreme Being ; 
joined with his fidclity and diligence in e- 
very part both of his public and private con- 
dudt, rendered his lite, truly precious and 
defirable. . 
Now this perfon whom God was pleaf- 
ed to continue miniitring in this place up- 
wards of nineteen years, he has lately re- 
moved by death while in the vigour of life, 
-and in the mid{t of his ufefulnefs. The 
great breach made upon his family, his 
peop'e, this towa ard the whole country, 
feems to us irreparable. The deceafe of 
no one perfon in our remeaibrance has 
‘B'2 caufed 
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caufed greater dejection of fpirit, or more 
fincerc and extenfive mourning ; but God’s 
will muft be done, and it becomes us to 
acquiefce in it. : 

If it fhould be thought by any to favour 
of vanity or arrogance in me to be thus 
particular, refpecting the life and death of 
this fervant of the Lord, after my fuperiors 
have done greater juitice to his character ; 
or fhould it be judged too late for a difcourle 
ofthis nature,fince fix weeks are pafied fince 
the death of Dr. Maxyuew, I have this to 
fay, that the days of my mourning are 
not yet ended; fo far from it, that length 
of time rather increafes than diminifhes my 
forrow ; and it will be well if even the fuc- 
ceflion of years don’t afford: to furvivors, 
more and more reafon to bewailthe death of 
fo ufefula man. Out of the abundance of 
my heart my mouth fpeaketh. The inti- 
mate acquaintance contracted in youth, and 
which Ihave had the honorto maintain with 
this great and good man, afforded me very 
frequent opportunities to obferve his faith, 
virtue, (i.e. courage or valour, ) know- 
ledge, temperance, patience, godlinefs, bro- 
therly kindiefs, and charity ; while I have 
been muting on thefe things the fire burned, 
and I could not refrain ( upon being invi- 
ted to condole with his bereaved people this 
day ) from uttering in the fear of God the 
fentiments of my truly forrowful, and 

fympathizing 
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fympathizing heart. . I fhall add to this, that 
my forrow on the account of the death of 
the Doctor, isincreafed by my living among 
an affectionate people who greatly bewail 
his deceafe ; having in years paft done them- 
felves the honor unanimoufly to choofe him 
to be their paftor. ee 

But to return to my fubject. How does 
this great breach, which a God infinitely 
wife and righteous has made upon us,afford 
the moft convincing proof that his ways are 
paft finding out? Our finite wifdom difpofes 
us to conclude, that it would be beft upon 
the whole for the moft ufeful men, to be 
continued in this finful world, fo long as 
they could be any ways ferviceable to man- 
kind, and that thofe.fhould rather firtt be 
fubjected to death who are old and full of 
days ; or others who in the vigour of Ji 


are wrathful, envious, malicious, and un-- 


charitable. But, God’s ways are not as out 


ways, Dor his tho’ts as our tho’ts; it be- | 


comes us therefore to adore his incompre- 
henfible wifdom, and patiently fubmit to 
his righteous will, indulging to thefe fenti- 
ments, ‘ Thou deftroyeft the hope of man. 
Righteous art thoy, O Lord, when I plead 
with thee, yet let me talk with thee of thy 
judgments. Shall a thing formed fay tothe 


Creator, why haft thou made me thus? —. 


With as little reafon may the being prefer- 
» yed fay, why haft thou ordered my circum- 
{tances 
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{tances thus? God has a fovereign right to 
do what he pleafes with his own; and he 
is always pleafed to do that which is beft 
upon the whole, though we cannot at pre- 
fent fully perceive it. Our duty now isto 
be ftill, and know that the Lord he is God, 
exercifing loving kindnefs, judgment, and 
righteoufnefs in the earth; while the full 
knowledge of his ways is too wonderful for 
us: It is high, we cannot attain unto it. 

I would pafs to obferve. That there is 
light that arifes in the midtft of darknefs ; or 
rather,great confolation that refults from this 
diftrefling providence. The true believer 
in God is hereby convinced of a future ftate 
of retribution. He fees this world to be 
quite anim perfect {cene, wherein the wicked 
often flourith, and the righteous are fome- 
_timescut offia the midft of their days ; which 
feeming inequality in the adminiftrations of 
God, cannot otherwife be adjufted than by 
having recourfe to a future ftate of recom- 
pence. 

He has, moreover, this great confola- 
tion, that his lofs is the gain of his pious 
friend,who is prematurely fubjected to death. 
A reflection upon his own lofs may indeed 
bow him down with heavinefs ; but then 
the confideration that the foul of his belov- 
ed friend is tranfplanted from earth to hea- 
ven, mutt greatly alleviate his forrow. 


I may 
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I may here pertinently adopt the fenti- 
ments and language of the late excellent 
Dr. MayHeEw, in his printed difcourfe on 
-the fhortnefs and vanity of human life, “ If 
you are not ignorant (fays he) concerning 
them that are aflecp;if you donot think they 
are perifhed ; if you fully believe the great 
_ doctrines of the gofpel, that Chrift both 
died and rofe again, and that them alfo 
which fleep in Jefus, God will raife up at 
the laft day, as he raifed him ; then go if 
you can, and forrow for your pious departed 
friends, even as others who have no hope. 
Go and mourn,becaufe they are taken away 
from this evil troublefome world ! Go and 
mourn,becaufe they are gone to the paradife 
of God ! Goand grieve, becaufe they, whom 
you loved fo well, are become fo happy ! 
Be inconfolable, becaufe they, who once 
mourned herc,are now comforted ! Go and 
weep, becaufe all tears, except thofe of joy, 
are wiped forever from their eyes! Make 
yourfelves wretched in this world, becaufe 
your friends are eternally happy in another!” 
The words of our bleffed Saviour te his 
mourning friends, who realized his approa- 
ching departure from them and from the » 
world, fhew that they would have greater 
caufe for joy than forrow at his advance- 
ment to the heavenly happinefs ; his words 
to which] here refer are found John 14. 28. 
“If ye loved me,ye would rejoice,becaufe I 
faid, 
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faid,I go to the Father ; hereby plainly inti- 
mating that they would be governed only by 
felfith views, having no true regard to him, 
if they were averfe to his pafling into a ftate 
of everlafting reft and happinefs, in the im- 
mediate prefence of his father and their fa- 
ther, of his God and their God. In like 
manner, let us be comforted under the death 
of abeloved difciple of his, who we doubt 
not has made a happy exchange of worlds ; 
remembering that the perfection of human 
life, is rather to be eftimated from the im- 
provement than the duration of it; for wif- 
domris grey hairs to a man, and an unfpot- 
ted-life is old age. 
Cenfidering thefe things I would earneft- 
ly recommend it to the beloved pcople of 
this fociety to be in fubjection to the Father 
of their fpirits that they may live, and care- 
fully attend to every thing required of 
them inthis feafon of their great diftrefs. 
Be thankful to Ged that you have fo long 
enjoyed a burning and a fhining light. 
Yowhave been highly favoured of theLord, 
remember therefore, that to whomfoever 
much is given, of him fhall the more be re- 
quired. -While your late paftor was not 
fuffered to continue by reafon of death, 
look:to ‘God by faith and prayer as the 
repairer of breaches, who though he has 
fmitten he can heal, though he has torn he 
can bind up. He-can in his providence 
Pia provide 
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provide you : sie paftor after his own 
heart, who can as your /a/? eminently did, 
feed you with knowledge and underitand- 
ing. The qualifications proper for you to 
regard i in your choice of another paftor, I 
need not more particularly mention, as I 
know your ftedfaft and laudable difpofition 
tofeek for one like-minded with him who 
now refts from his labours among you. 
Altho’ there is nothing impoflible with God, 
yet it is difficult to conceive’ how your lof 
canbe fully repaired ; however,confider sinj- 
ty as your glory and defence ; you have hi- 
therto been remarkable for figs and it has 
merited, and procured applaufe. “Let bro- 
therly love continue. Study continually 
the things that make for peace. Be ofa 
condefcending fpirit, fo far as is reafonable, 
towards one another. Although fome of 
you may have ftatedly come from the ut- 
termoft parts of the town to hear the wif- 
dom of your late paftor, and may now be 
ready to think that you may with propriety 
worfhip elfewhere, from an apprehenfion 
that there is no profpect that your lofs can 
be fully repaired ; yet I befeech you to con- 
fider, my Brethren, that if you {till ftrive 
together for the faith of the gofpel, you 
may unite in one to be fet over the Congre- 
gation, under whofe miniftry you may 
greatly rejoice. But I may not enlarge. 
Pi you ufe your a difcretion ¢ And 
may 
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may the Lord blefs, and keep you, lift up 
~ ‘the light of his countenance upon you, and 
give you peace ! : 

May we all be difpofed to afcribe glory 
to God, and pray that every inftance of 
his providence may accomplifh it’s impor- 
tant end with regard to us! May we re- 
verence our Maker-as a being who is wife 
in counfel,and excellent in working,againft 
whom none ever hardened himfelf and 
profpered! May we afcribe righteoufnefs 
to him, and acquiefce in all the difpenfati- 
ons of his providence. Whatever feeming 
difficulties may occur, let us be free to im- 
pute them to our narrow contracted view 
of things, and be far from afcribing the 
leaft injuftice to the only-wife God. Let 
this be our confolation, that altho’ we now 
fee but in part, and know but in part, yet 
that which is in part fhall finally be done 
away. 

The language ufed in our text and con- 
text, with a brief comment upon it, may 
properly clofe the prefent difcourfe. 

O the depth of the riches. both of the wifdom 
and knowledge of Gad ! How adorable is 
that wife and almighty Being, who caufes ° 
all things to conduce to his glory, infomuch 
that the fevereft difpenfations of his provi- 
dence fhall finally be productive of the 
greateft good ! How unfearchable are his 
judgments, and his ways paft finding out ? 

The 
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_ The reafons of fome of the divine operati- 
ons among men are vaftly beyond our pre- 
fent comprehenfion. . For who hath known 
the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his 
counfelior ? What finite underftanding could 
have either forefeen the methods of his pro- 


' vidence, or thought of advifing to the pur- . 


fuit of them ? Or who hath firft given to him, 


and it fhall be recompenfed to him again? 


Who has laid the Almighty under any ob- 
ligations to fhew him his favour? Then, 
and not till then, may he prefume to pre- 
fcribe to infinite wifdom, Of him, through 
him, aud to him are all things. Of him, as the 
wife contriver, through him as the fole di- 
rector, and fo him as the ultimate end are 
allthings. To whém be glory for ever. 
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From the public News-Papers. , 
BOSTON, Jury 14. & 17. 1766. 


AST wednefday morning died here greatly 

and fincerely lamented, by all who knew him, 
the Reverend Jonatuan Mayuew, D.D. &. 46, 
a friend to liberty and learning, a lover of mankind, 
and a uniform difciple of Jefus Chrift. 

Soon after he had finifhed his ftudies at Cam- 
bridge, where he exhibited lively marks of an ori- 
ginal genius, he was called in the year 1747, to the 
paftoral care of the Weft Church in Bofton, which 
he accepted; promifing, likea true Chriftian, to 
make the Word of God his only rule of faith and 
practice,and ftedfaftly refufing to teach for doétrines 
the commandments of men.—In this charge he con- 
tinued ’till his death, loving his people, and by them 
beloved, explaining with manly fortitude {uch truths 
as he found contained in the Bible however dif- 
countenanced, efteeming the approbation of his 
Father in heaven far before the applaufe of the 
world, conftantly inculcating by his preaching and 
condutt, the doétrines of Grace, as he thought them 
delivered by our Saviour and his apoftles, and that 
Religion which is from above, and is full of mercy 
and good fruits ; without partiality, and : without 
hypocrify. 

In hisearly produétions, his uncommon talents, 
and generous independency of fpirit, are eminently 
con{picuous : And though, for his declared enmity 
to every prieftly ufurpation ofauthority over the con- 
feiences of men, he had very foon to encounter the 
whole force of enthufiafm and bigotry ; yet his 
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ftrengch of mind, integrity of foul, and unconquer- 
able refolution in hisMafter’s fervice, fupported him 
under every temporal difcouragement, and enabled 
him to triumph over all his adverfaries ; while his 
refpect for, and obfervance of, the precepts of the 
Gofpel, at length convinced the world of the fince- 
rity and ugrightnefs of his heart. 

His Works already publifhed, will tranfmit his 
name to pofterity, under the endearing character of 
a fteady and able advocate for religious and civil 
fiberty, and of a firm believer, as well as conftant 
practifer of pure and undefiled religion, as contained 
in the feriptures ; of which, as he left every one to 
judge for himfelf, fo he always infifted on the fame 
indulgence ; never prefuming to force his doctrines 
further than their truth and the gofpel mpula car- 
sy them, 

If at any time, thro’ the warmth. of his i imagina- 
tion, his earneftnefs in the caufe of religion and truth, 
and his fixed averfion to eftablifhments of men in 
theChurch of Chrift, he may, in fome few inftances 
have been hurried beyond the bounds of modera- 
tion, his many virtues, and great fervices towards 
eftablithing chriftianity on its moft enlarged foun- 
dation, abundantly atone for fuch foibles: Indeed 
the natural keenefs and poignancy of his wit, 
whetted often by cruel and unchriftian ufage, mu/f 
paliate his fevereft ftrokes of fatire. Nor will thefe 
light objections depreciate his general reputation, ‘if 
it be remembered, that in his moft focial hours, he 
invariably fuftained the united character of the 
Chriftian and the Gentleman. 

From the influence of his extenfive correfpon- 
dence with fome of the wifeft and beft men in the 
Englifh nation, that Seminary of learning in which 


‘he was educated, received many and confiderable 


donations ; and if in him that feat of literature has 
; not 
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not loft a wealthy benefactor, it is deprived of one 
who virtually by his influence might have been fuch, 
and one who was a fincere friend to that freedom 
of education which is effentially neceffary to the wel]- 
being of any academy defigned for the education 
of youth and the benefit of mankind. ; 

In him, it may be truly faid, his difconfolate 


widow has laft a kind and affectionate hufband, his ~ i 


children atender and faithful parent, his family a 
humane and indulgent mafter ; the poor of all deno- 
minations acharitable and conftant friend ; his churct: 
a worthy, learned, focial, virtuous and religious 
paftor; this continent a refolute and ftrong defen- 
der of its religious independency ; and mankind a 
boldand nervous affertor of their rights, and that 
liberty wherewith Chrift-has made them free. 

His Funeral which was attended on friday laft, 
by all ranks of people of every denomination, was 
at once a ftriking inftance of that univerfal efteem 
he juftly merited, and that charity he was himfelf 
remarkable for when alive, being in all refpedts 
worthy fo great and benevolent a character, and as 
numerous and melancholy a proceffion as was ever 
known in this town. 

Wrapt in his Arms who bled on Calv’ry’s Plain, 
We murmur not, bleft Shade! nor darecomplain : 
Fled to thofe Seats where perfect Spirits thine, 

We mourn our Lot, yet {till rejoicein thine; 
Taught by thy Tongue, by thy Example led, 

We bleft Thee living, and revere Thee dead. 
Pafs’d from our View, our Eyes no more fhall fee, 
Or Truth, our Ears again receive from Thee ; 
Yet long our Hearts, thy Precepts fhall retain, 
Deep in our Memory thy Love remain ; 

Our Care be ftill in virtuotis Deeds to vie, 

Our conftant Pray’r, like Thee to live and die. 
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